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was supreme in Mesopotamia or Asia Minor* Politi-
cally, the Jews in Palestine were never an important
nation*

In 586 B.C., Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylonia,
completed the conquest of Judaea and took its in-
habitants into exile, leaving in Palestine only a few,
and those the poorest, of the Jews, Before that, in
the year 722 B.C,, the Assyrians had conquered
Northern Palestine, which was the country of the
larger of the two Jewish kingdoms* Some of its
inhabitants remained in Palestine, and by an admix-*
ture of captives from other lands became the Samari-
tans. But most of its inhabitants were taken into
captivity in other parts of the Assyrian Empire,
where they completely disappeared. They are re-
membered in history as the " Ten Lost Tribes "*
Pious souls, believing in the historic and prophetic
inerrancy of the Bible, still seek for them; some
even believe to have found them, but they can no
more be found than can the Normans who came to
England. Just as they were absorbed by the Anglo-
Saxons, so the Jews exiled to Assyria were absorbed
by the Assyrians. The Jews, however, who were
taken into exile by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B,c
retained their identity; but the existence of the Jews
underwent a change which has given it its outward